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peter bassett has undertaken a textual translation of and commentary on wagner s most radical
and influential work this book offers a readable and accurate translation of wagner s most
enigmatic text as well as the original stage directions

excerpt from tristan and isolde from the german the secrets of my utmost offspring man and
learn to what his worth or shame had grown the worship of their names has filled the sky about
the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find
more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work
forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an
imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our
edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

title tristan und isolde wwv 90 composer richard wagner original publisher breitkopf héartel
the complete vocal score to wagner s tristan und isolde with german and english text as
originally published by breitkopf hdrtel in 1882 performer s reprints are produced in
conjunction with the international music score library project these are out of print or
historical editions which we clean straighten touch up and digitally reprint due to the age of
original documents you may find occasional blemishes damage or skewing of print while we do
extensive cleaning and editing to improve the image quality some items are not able to be
repaired a portion of each book sold is donated to small performing arts organizations to
create jobs for performers and to encourage audience growth

argues that wagner s tristan and isolde is a musical and dramatic exposition of metaphysical
ideas inspired by schopenhauer the book is a critical account of tristan in which the drama is
shown to develop through the music

during the years preceding the composition of tristan and isolde wagner s aesthetics underwent
a momentous turnaround principally as a result of his discovery of schopenhauer many of
schopenhauer s ideas especially those regarding music s metaphysical significance resonated
with patterns of thought that had long been central to wagner s aesthetics and wagner
described the entry of schopenhauer into his life as a gift from heaven chafe argues that
wagner s tristan and isolde is a musical and dramatic exposition of metaphysical ideas
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inspired by schopenhauer the first part of the book covers the philosophical and literary
underpinnings of the story exploring schopenhauer s metaphysics and gottfried van strassburg s
tristan poem chafe then turns to the events in the opera providing tonal and harmonic analyses
that reinforce his interpretation of the drama chafe acts as an expert guide interpreting and
illustrating most important moments for his reader ultimately chafe creates a critical account
of tristan in which the drama is shown to develop through the music

english national opera guides are ideal companions to the opera they provide stimulating
introductory articles together with the complete text of each opera in english and the
original a landmark in musical history is john luke rose s title for the introduction to this
extraordinary piece of theatre it belongs to the german tradition of mystical writing and a
short note on the poem itself by martin swales and timothy mcfarland elucidates some of wagner
s literary techniques anthony negus who assisted reginald goodall on the wno production of
this opera has contributed a penetrating analysis of the musical structure of the opera while
patrick carnegy assesses the remarkable solutions to staging an opera which some argue is best
experienced with your back to the performers in association with english national opera

act 1 tristan a valiant cornish knight is bringing isolda princess of ireland over as a bride
for his uncle king mark he is himself in love with her but owing to a blood feud between them
forces himself to conceal his passion isolda in anger at his seeming unkindness attempts to
poison herself and him but her attendant brangsna changes the draft for a love potion which
enflames their passion beyond power of restraint act ii isolda has been wedded to king mark
but holds stolen interviews with tristan during one of which they are surprised for tristan
has been betrayed by a jealous friend melot touched by king mark s bitter reproaches tristan
provokes melot to fight and suffers himself to be mortally wounded act iii tristan s faithful
servant kurvenal has carried his wounded master to his native home in brittany where he is
carefully tended isolda has also been sent for as being skilled above all others in the
healing art the excitement of her approach only hastens tristan s death and he breathes his
last sigh in her arms mark has followed isolda he has had matters explained and is prepared to
reunite the lovers but it is too late isolda utters her lament over the body of her lover and
her heart breaks in death alone are they united

tristan and isolda a play by richard wagner
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in this text roger scruton argues that tristan and isolde has profound religious meaning as
relevant today as it was to wagner s contemporaries both philosophical and musicological his
analysis touches on the nature of tragedy the significance of ritual sacrifice and the meaning
of redemption

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and
distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure a quality reading experience
this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support
of the preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant

with the tristan chord at the start of wagner s opera tristan und isolde the composer launched
modern music the political refugee a former revolutionary was living in zurich when the lovely
mathilde wesendonck the wife of a rich businessman inspired him to break off from working on
siegfried part of his ring cycle and refocus his efforts on tristan expelled from there wagner
continued to work on the opera in the palazzo giustiniani in venice and finished it in lucerne
in 1859 the premiere in munich was delayed until 1865 after the mad king ludwig of bavaria
came to wagner s financial rescue wagner blended gottfried von strasburg s medieval epic with
schopenhauer s philosophy and his own idiosyncratic views on the psychology and metaphysics of
love as well wagner reflected his views on greek drama and the integrated gesamtkunstwerk or
art work the result is a torrent of sound which depicts almost indecent passion the liebestod
in which the sexual love of tristan and isolde is consummated through death and which is often
presented in concert performance is some of the most glorious music ever written written by
michael steen author of the acclaimed the lives and times of the great composers short guides
to great operas are concise entertaining and easy to read they are packed with useful
information and informed opinion helping to make you a truly knowledgeable opera goer and so
maximising your enjoyment of a great musical experience other short guides to great operas
that you may enjoy include the magic flute eugene onegin and peter grimes
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this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the original
artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the
original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in the
public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united
states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a
copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may
contain missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur
that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to
the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and
distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant
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