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in the wake of world war ii americans developed an unusually deep and all encompassing
national  unity  as  postwar  affluence  and  the  cold  war  combined  to  naturally  produce  a
remarkable level of agreement about the nation s core values or so the story has long been
told inventing the american way challenges this vision of inevitable consensus americans as
wendy wall argues in this innovative book were united not so much by identical beliefs as by a
shared conviction that a distinctive american way existed and that the affirmation of such
common ground was essential to the future of the nation moreover the roots of consensus
politics lie not in the cold war era but in the turbulent decade that preceded u s entry into
world war ii the social and economic chaos of the depression years alarmed a diverse array of
groups  as  did  the  rise  of  two  alien  ideologies  fascism  and  communism  in  this  context
americans of divergent backgrounds and beliefs seized on the notion of a unifying american
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way and sought to convince their fellow citizens of its merits wall traces the competing efforts
of business groups politicians leftist intellectuals interfaith proponents civil rights activists
and many others over nearly three decades to shape public understandings of the american
way along the way she explores the politics behind cultural productions ranging from the
adventures of superman to the freedom train that circled the nation in the late 1940s she
highlights the intense debate that erupted over the term democracy after world war ii and
identifies the origins of phrases such as free enterprise and the judeo christian tradition that
remain central to american political life by uncovering the culture wars of the mid twentieth
century this book sheds new light on a period that proved pivotal  for american national
identity and that remains the unspoken backdrop for debates over multiculturalism national
unity and public values today

an expansive reference that  overviews john f  kennedy s  presidency covering the people
places and events that comprised the political landscape of the kennedy era the kennedy
family has played a leading role in the annals of american politics for over 100 years no
greater than when john f kennedy jfk became the 35th president of the united states the
celebrity  surrounding  the  circumstances  of  his  presidency  particularly  his  sudden
assassination made jfk the object of many enduring myths that he might have been one of the
country s greatest leaders had he lived that he would have kept the united states out of
vietnam and that he was a martyr to right wing assassins encyclopedia of the kennedys the
people and events that shaped america is a three volume reference set that provides an in
depth look at jfk s presidency including his foreign and domestic policies political allies and
enemies and major events and speeches this a z encyclopedia also contains entries on the
events of the 1960s that changed our nation forever such as jfk s  assassination and the
warren  commission  report  the  space  program  and  the  my  lai  massacre  as  well  as  the
individuals  who  defined  the  time  such  as  writers  norman  mailer  and  james  baldwin  folk
musicians  bob  dylan  and  joan  baez  and  activists  cesar  chavez  and  martin  luther  king  jr
appendices provide a substantial archive of primary documents and identify officeholders
during  jfk  s  presidency  while  an  annotated  bibliography  supplies  sources  for  additional
research

zhang  argues  that  war  in  korea  offered  mao  yet  another  opportunity  to  expand  and
consolidate his political power at home while at the same time uniting the chinese proletariat
against yankee imperialism and proving to the international community that china had arrived
as a major world power

the jesuit review of faith and culture nov 13 2017

a  collection  of  11  papers  which  share  the  common  goal  of  addressing  the  connections
between domestic political  culture and u s cold war foreign policy appy formerly history
massachusetts institute of technology brings together the work of political diplomatic and
cultural historians in order to foster an understanding of the complex interaction between
culture  and  policy  topics  treated  include  the  discourse  of  adoption  and  the  cold  war
commitment in asia class caste and status in indo american relations the propaganda efforts
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of the united states in the disruption of the 1948 italian elections cold war racial ideology time
magazine  s  propaganda  aid  in  the  cia  s  overthrow  of  musaddiq  mossadegh  and  the
identification of significant portions of the american populace with pro fidelista forces in the
1950s annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

the spanish civil war was fought from 17 july 1936 to 1 april 1939 between the republicans
who were loyal to the established spanish republic and the nationalists a rebel group led by
general francisco franco the nationalists prevailed and franco ruled spain for the next 36
years from 1939 until his death in 1975 wikipedia

including representative journals for the 20th and late 19th centuries this book profiles the
most  significant  conservative  journals  of  the  past  century  from  the  rise  of  industrial
capitalism when laissez faire conservatives praised bountiful america to the end of the cold
war  these  journals  have  covered  a  variety  of  topics  from  differing  sometimes  even
contradictory points of view yet they speak to the richness and comprehensiveness of the
conservative  press  in  america  together  they  provide  a  focused  history  of  conservative
thought in 20th century america along with the companion volume on the 18th and 19th
centuries the book provides a valuable resource for students of the conservative press in
america  covering  a  variety  of  disparate  journals  the  volume  arranges  them  both
chronologically  and  in  sections  reflecting  the  themes  covered  politics  individualism
isolationism anti communism the new right neoconservatism and public policy are featured in
four of the sections while journals examining the issues of religious conservatism appear in
sections devoted to orthodox protestant and catholic journals yet another section focuses on
journals  dealing  with  literary  and  cultural  topics  the  remaining  sections  examine
libertarianism traditionalist perspectives and extreme right wing publications each section is
unified with an introductory essay exploring the connecting themes and issues

the man widely believed to have been the model for alden pyle in graham greene s the quiet
american  edward  g  lansdale  1908  1987  was  a  cold  war  celebrity  a  former  advertising
executive turned undercover cia agent he was credited during the 1950s with almost single
handedly preventing a communist takeover of the philippines and with helping to install ngo
dinh diem as president of the american backed government of south vietnam adding to his
notoriety  during  the  kennedy  administration  lansdale  was  put  in  charge  of  operation
mongoose the covert plot to overthrow the government of cuba s fidel castro by assassination
or  other  means  in  this  book  jonathan  nashel  reexamines  lansdale  s  role  as  an  agent  of
american cold war foreign policy and takes into account both his actual activities and the
myths that grew to surround him in contrast  to previous portraits  which tend to depict
lansdale  either  as  the  incarnation  of  u  s  imperialist  ambitions  or  as  a  farsighted  patriot
dedicated to the spread of democracy abroad nashel offers a more complex and nuanced
interpretation at times we see lansdale as the arrogant ugly american full of confidence that
he has every right to make the world in his own image and utterly blind to his own cultural
condescension this is the lansdale who would use any conceivable gimmick to serve u s aims
from  rigging  elections  to  sugaring  communist  gas  tanks  elsewhere  however  he  seems
genuinely respectful of the cultures he encounters open to differences and new possibilities
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and  willing  to  tailor  american  interests  to  third  world  needs  rather  than  attempting  to
reconcile  these  apparently  contradictory  images  of  lansdale  nashel  explores  the  ways  in
which they reflected a broader tension within the culture of cold war america the result is less
a conventional biography than an analysis of the world in which lansdale operated and the
particular historical forces that shaped him from the imperatives of anticommunist ideology
and  the  assumptions  of  modernization  theory  to  the  techniques  of  advertising  and  the
insights of anthropology
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