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at last russia has begun to speak in a truly original voice so said anatoly vaneev a soviet
dissident who became karsavin s disciple in the siberian gulag where the philosopher spent
his last two years the book traces the unusual trajectory of this inspiring voice karsavin
started his career as russia s brightest historian of catholic mysticism however his radical
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methods which were far ahead of their time shocked his conservative colleagues the shock
continued when karsavin turned to philosophy writing flamboyant and dense essays in a
polyphonic style which both marxists and religious traditionalists found provocative there
was no let up after he was expelled by lenin from soviet russia in exile he became a leading
theorist in the eurasian political movement combining orthodox theology with a left wing
political orientation finally karsavin found stability when he was invited to teach history in
lithuania there he spent twenty years reworking his philosophy before suffering the german
and soviet invasions of his new homeland and then deportation and death clearing away
misunderstandings and putting the work and life in context this book shows how karsavin
made an original contribution to european philosophy inter religious dialogue orthodox and
catholic theology and the understanding of history

this book is the second of a planned three volulme systematic theology under the title
confessions of a heretic volume one which has the subtitle philosophical considerations was
published by archway in 2024 the project now turns to theological considerations with the
forthcoming volume three being ecclesiological consideration organized into three parts
volume two focuses on the theological endeavor and the doctrines distinctive to christianity
namely the trinity jesus christ sin and salvation based on the foundational distinctions and
defintions explicated in volume one the current volume seeks to ask what the philosophcial
considerations imply for basic traditional understandings and terminology of christian
theology including that of jesus of nazareth his crucifixion and resurrection the project as a
whole adopts a trinitarian structure with this second volume focused on god the son or as
here termed god the perfector the argument is that christian theology needs to shift from an
anthropocentric to a theocentric approach recognzing human beings simply as creatures and
having the courage to face what that entails yet doing so necessitates a radical
reconceptualization of the very foundations of christian theology itself in the attempt to
combat idolatry

arne grgn s reading of sgren kierkegaard s authorship revolves around existential challenges
of human identity the 35 essays that constitute this book are written over three decades and
are characterized by combining careful attention to the augmentative detail of kierkegaard s
text with a constant focus on issues in contemporary philosophy contrary to many
approaches to kierkegaard s authorship gren does not read kierkegaard in opposition to
hegel the work of the danish thinker is read as a critical development of hegelian
phenomenology with particular attention to existential aspects of human experience anxiety
and despair are the primary existential phenomena that kierkegaard examines throughout his
authorship and gren uses these negative phenomena to argue for the basically ethical aim of
kierkegaard s work in gren s reading kierkegaard conceives human selfhood not merely as
relational but also a process of becoming the self that one is through the otherness of self
experience that is the body the world other people and god this book should be of interest to
philosophers theologians literary studies scholars and anyone with an interest not only in
kierkegaard but also in human identity
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